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The Honorable Rod R. Blagojevich 
Governor, State of Illinois 
 
The Honorable Emil Jones, Jr. 
President of the Senate 
 
The Honorable Frank Watson 
Minority Leader of the Senate 
 
The Honorable Michael J. Madigan 
Speaker of the House 
 
The Honorable Tom Cross 
Minority Leader of the House 
 

Re:  2002 ICC Hazardous Materials Report 
 
 
Dear Governor Blagojevich and Members of the Legislative Leadership: 
 
 

The attached report by the staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission is hereby 
submitted to the General Assembly in response to 625 Illinois Compiled Statutes, 18c-1204.  
Section 18c-1204 directs the Commission to “prepare and distribute to the General Assembly… 
a report on railway accidents in Illinois which involve hazardous materials.” 
 

As required by Illinois law, this report includes the location, substance involved, amounts 
involved, and the suspected reason for each accident, which occurred in Illinois during calendar 
year 2002.  The report also provides the rail line and point of origin of the hazardous material 
involved in each accident. 
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Additionally, the report contains the following related information: 
 

• Details regarding events where hazardous material was involved but no release 
occurred;  

 
• An overview of ICC activities relative to the transportation of hazardous materials by 

rail within the State; and, 
 
• A history of the railroad hazardous materials program. 
 
Should you have questions or need clarification about any of the information presented, 

please contact Michael Baer, Director of Governmental Affairs, at  (217) 524-0619. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Edward C. Hurley 
      Chairman 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOREWORD 
 
The following report by the staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission was prepared in 
accordance with the provisions of 625 ILCS 5/18c-1204, which directs the Commission 
to “prepare and distribute to the General Assembly... a report on railway accidents in 
Illinois which involve hazardous materials.”  The law also provides that the report shall 
include the location, substance involved, amounts involved, and the suspected reason 
for each accident, as well as the rail line and point or origin of the hazardous material 
involved in each accident.” 
 
Additionally, the report contains the following related information: 
 
• Details regarding events where hazardous material was involved but no release 

occurred; and 
 
• An overview of ICC activities relative to the transportation of hazardous materials by 

rail within the State; and, 



 

 
BACKGROUND..........................................................................................................................................................1 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INSPECTION ACTIVITIES ..................................................................................1 
INSPECTIONS..............................................................................................................................................................1 

Railroad Equipment ............................................................................................................................................1 
Roll-By .................................................................................................................................................................2 
Documentation ....................................................................................................................................................2 
Shipping Facilities ..............................................................................................................................................2 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ...........................................................................................................................................2 
ESCORT OF NUCLEAR MATERIAL..............................................................................................................................3 
EDUCATION ...............................................................................................................................................................3 
COMMISSION INSPECTION PROGRAM AND PERSONNEL..............................................................................................3 

DATA REGARDING ACCIDENTS DURING 2002 REQUIRED BY LAW........................................................4 

TABLE A......................................................................................................................................................................5 

TABLE B......................................................................................................................................................................7 

TABLE C......................................................................................................................................................................8 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS .....................................................................................................................................18 
 



 1

BACKGROUND 
 
 Illinois is a key hub in the nation’s transportation system.  With nearly 8,000 miles of 
railroad track, Illinois’ rail system is the country’s second largest, with the Chicago and East 
St. Louis terminals being two of the country’s busiest.  Approximately three million tons of 
hazardous materials move by rail through Illinois each year, or about 10 percent of the total 
Illinois freight traffic.   
 
 There are approximately 3,500 materials classified as hazardous by the U. S. 
Department of Transportation ranging from mild irritants to poisonous and radioactive 
materials.  The Association of American Railroads' Bureau of Explosives has identified 
approximately 125 hazardous materials which comprise 88 percent of railroad hazardous 
materials shipments (see Attachment 6 for a listing of hazardous materials commonly 
transported by rail in the United States and the hazard class of that commodity). Shipments 
range from packages as small as pint containers within trailers on flat cars to tank cars 
holding as much as 42,000 gallons.   
 
 In 2002, 16,293 hazardous materials rail cars were inspected in Illinois, up from 
15,102 in 1999.  Violations of hazardous materials regulations found by Commission 
inspectors decreased from 12 percent in 1981 to 3.8 percent in 2002.  This reduction is due 
in large part to Commission initiated conferences with rail carriers and shippers to apprise 
them of the complex and evolving regulations and ICC follow-up inspections to assure 
compliance.  
 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INSPECTION ACTIVITIES 
 
The Commission’s hazardous materials inspection program has four main components: (1) 
inspection, (2) technical assistance, (3) escort of nuclear materials, and (4) education. 
 

Inspections 
 
 The four categories of inspections are as follows: 
 

 Railroad Equipment 
 
 Hazardous materials equipment inspections are performed on a stationary 
hazardous material rail car, normally in a railroad yard or on a shipping facility's loading and 
unloading tracks.  This inspection ensures the cars are affixed with the proper placards 
identifying the hazardous material on board (see Attachment 1 for examples of placards 
and information they provide, particularly to emergency response personnel).  Inspectors 
also check the car’s marking, stenciling, tank and valve test dates, and mechanical safety 
features. 
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 Roll-By 
 
 A roll-by inspection involves monitoring an entire train while in motion.  The location 
of loaded hazardous materials cars, as well as those which have been unloaded but still 
contain a residue of a hazardous material, is observed in relation to engines, occupied 
cabooses, other hazardous materials cars, and certain other types of cargo cars.  If cars 
are improperly placed in the train, Commission inspectors stop the train and order proper 
placement.   
 

 Documentation 
 
 Documentation inspections involve checking for the proper preparation of shipping 
documents, including waybills and bills of lading, and are conducted at rail freight offices 
and private shipping facilities.  A bill of lading is a document listing goods for shipment (see 
Attachment 5 for a typical bill of lading).  A twenty-four hour emergency response 
telephone number must be on the bill of lading following the description of the hazardous 
material or on the waybill in a clearly visible location.  Inspectors check for the proper 
shipping name, hazard class, 4-digit identification number, and weight.  Hazardous 
materials regulations require all of the above.  This is critical in the event of a mishap 
involving hazardous materials cars.  Emergency response personnel can then get 
necessary and accurate information from the waybill to prepare an appropriate response to 
the incident. 
 

 Shipping Facilities 
 
 Shipping facilities inspections are conducted at privately owned facilities.  The 
purpose of these inspections is to ensure that the use of Title 49 safety regulations of 
hazardous materials are being performed safely, and that all hazardous materials 
regulations have been met prior to such cars being released to rail carriers for shipment. 
 
 Hazardous Materials Inspectors inspected 11 shippers of hazardous materials in 
2002. 
 

Technical Assistance 
 
 Commission inspectors respond to rail related collisions/incidents involving 
hazardous materials.  The Commission's role is to provide technical assistance to the 
emergency response personnel.  Inspectors provide assistance by determining whether 
the product information provided by the rail carrier or shipper to the emergency response 
personnel is proper and adequate, by advising as to spill mitigation and clean-up 
techniques, by assisting in the identification of the cause of the event, and by checking for 
violations of hazardous materials regulations.  Commission inspectors are available to 
respond to railroad hazardous materials incidents at any time of the day or night.    
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Escort Of Nuclear Material 
 
 The movement of nuclear material, in or through the state of Illinois by rail, occurs 
with minimal frequency.  However, as spent nuclear fuel begins to move to a national 
repository, more of this type of rail movement is anticipated.  The protocol for such 
movements requires that the train be stopped and inspected before it enters Illinois and 
that it be escorted it as it moves through the state.  Inspection of the track ahead of the 
train is also required. 
 
 Radioactive material is probably the most controversial and misunderstood class of 
hazardous materials being transported by railroad.  Although there has never been a 
transportation accident during which radioactive material was released, widespread 
concern remains regarding its safe transportation and thus careful planning and inspection 
are essential to building and maintaining public confidence. 
 

Education 
 
 As provided by statute, Commission inspectors offer training for local enforcement 
and emergency response agencies.  This training is designed to acquaint participants with 
rail car marking and placarding requirements and emergency response guide books.  
Another program is presented to fire departments concerning tank car structure and 
damage assessment.  Commission inspectors also make presentations on the 
interpretation and application of the federal and state hazardous materials regulations to 
railroad company personnel.  Since 1990, seventy-four presentations on hazardous 
materials have been made to approximately 1,595 persons affiliated with a variety of 
emergency planning and response teams.   
 
 

Commission Inspection Program and Personnel 
 
 Under federal law (49 CFR, Part 212) individual states are authorized to participate 
in the Railroad Hazardous Materials Inspection Program.  This program is under the 
supervision of the FRA and grants state inspectors the same authority as federal 
inspectors in safety inspections and investigations, with respect to the transportation of 
hazardous materials. 
 
 The Commission employs two full time personnel trained in hazardous materials 
inspections.  Both inspectors are certified by the Federal Railroad Administration.  These 
employees spend the majority of their work time in the field conducting inspections at 
various railroad sites and industrial locations.  They are also responsible for maintaining 
inspection data, responding to complaints, and providing information pertaining to 
hazardous materials movements to various state and federal agencies.   
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DATA REGARDING ACCIDENTS DURING 2002 REQUIRED BY LAW 
 
 Specific information required by 625 Illinois Compiled Statutes 18c-1204 is shown 
in tabular form on the following pages.  The applicable Section states:  "The staff shall 
prepare and distribute to the General Assembly, in April of each year, a report on railway 
accidents in Illinois which involve hazardous materials.  The report shall include the 
location, substance involved, amounts involved, and the suspected reason for each 
accident.  The report shall also reveal the rail line and point of origin of the hazardous 
material involved in each accident." 
 
 The report is divided into three categories. 
 
 Table A shows railroad derailments where hazardous materials were being 
transported in the derailed railroad equipment and a hazardous material release occurred. 
 
 Table B shows railroad derailments where hazardous materials were being 
transported in the train and railroad equipment derailed, but no hazardous material was 
released. 
 
 Table C shows hazardous material releases from railroad equipment where no 
derailment occurred. 
 
 The location column in Tables A, B, and C indicates the county where the 
accident/incident occurred and the nearest identifiable location.  Information for all three 
tables was obtained from reports to the Commission from Illinois railroads and from the 
United States Department of Transportation, Research and Special Programs 
Administration. 
 
 Three categories of information not specifically requested by the General Assembly 
have been added to make the report more useful.  The first category is "Amount 
Released". This is important since the category "Amount Involved", required by statute, 
could easily be confused with the category of “Amount Released”.  Amount Involved is the 
amount of hazardous materials being transported at the time of the incident.  Amount 
Released is the amount which was actually released to the environment.  The second 
added category is the type of railroad equipment involved, and the third category, added to 
help identify the specific incident, is the date of the incident. 
 
 In the tables, railroad companies are designated by their initials.  A listing of the 
complete names of each company follows Table C.  
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 TABLE A 
Hazardous Materials Physically Involved In Derailment And Hazardous Materials Release Occurred 

  
  
 Location 

 Railroad 
 Involved 

 Substance 
 Involved 

 Point of 
 Origin 

 Suspected Reason 
 for Incident 

 Amounts 
 Involved 

 Amounts 
 Released 

 Type of 
 Equip. 

  
 Date 

BROADMOOR 

 

MARSHALL 

 

      UP    

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

CREW FAILURE OF 
WRITTEN ORDERS 

 

 

13,300 GALS. 

 

6,000 GALS. 

 

E 

 

1/1/02 

BRIDGEVIEW 

 

COOK 

 

     IHB 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

HUMAN FAILURE 

TRAIN RAN INTO REAR OF 
ANOTHER TRAIN 

 

1,200 GALS. 

 

5 GALS. 

 

E 

 

2/28/02 

CICERO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

CREOSOTE 

 

CICERO, IL 

 

DERAILMENT 

 

20,754 GALS. 

 

5 GALS. 

 

T 

 

4/5/02 

CICERO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

CREOSOTE 

 

GRENADA, MS. 

FAILURE TO REALIGN 
SWITCH 

 

19,000 GALS. 

 

2 GALS. 

 

T 

 

4/5/02 

JOLIET 

 

WILL 

 

    BNSF 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

IMPROPERLY LOADED 
CAR HAD LOAD SHIFT AND 
STRUCK BY ANOTHER 
TRAIN 

 

4,000 GALS. 

 

2,500 GALS. 

 

E 

 

4/14/02 

ROCHELLE 

 

OGLE 

 

      UP 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

DERAILMENT 

 

5,000 GALS. 

 

< 10 GALS. 

 

E 

 

7/14/02 

DECATUR 

 

MACON 

 

      NS 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

RUPTURED FUEL TANK 

 

3,000 GALS. 

 

1,000 GALS 

 

E 

 

8/10/02 

MONTROSE 

 

EFFINGHAM 

 

 

     CSX 

 

ACETONE 

 

THEODORE, 
AL. 

 

HARMONIC ROCKING OF 
RAIL CARS 

 

29,832 GALS. 

 

350 GALS. 

 

T 

 

9/11/02 
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 Location 

 Railroad 
 Involved 

 Substance 
 Involved 

 Point of 
 Origin 

 Suspected Reason 
 for Incident 

 Amounts 
 Involved 

 Amounts 
 Released 

 Type of 
 Equip. 

  
 Date 

 

REDDICK 

 

KANKAKEE 

 

      NS 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

HEAD ON COLLISION-
SWITCH LINED 
IMPROPERLY 

 

2,600 GALS. 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

E 

 

10/10/02 

DES PLAINES 

 

COOK 

 

      UP 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

HUMAN ERROR 

 

8,000 GALS. 

 

5,000 GALS. 

 

E 

 

10/21/02 

VENICE 

 

MADISON 

 

   GWWR 

 

ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES 

 

PEKIN, IL. 

BROKEN RAIL – LIQUID 
LINE BROKEN DURING 
RERAILING 

 

30,174 GALS. 

 

5 GALS. 

 

T 

 

11/6/02 

GRANITE CITY 

 

MADISON 

     

      ALS 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

RAIL BUCKLED – 
PUNCTURED FUEL TANK 
WHEN RERAILING 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

700 GALS. 

 

E 

 

12/28/02 

CICERO 

 

COOK 

 

    BNSF 

 

SODIUM HYDROXIDE, 
LIQUID 

 

SEATTLE, WA 

LOAD SHIFT DUE TO 
IMPROPER BLOCKING 
AND BRACING 

 

50 LBS. 

 

20 LBS 

 

   COFC 

 

12/30/02 

 
  T = Tank E = Engine CH = Covered Hopper  R = Refrigerated Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car 
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TABLE B 
Hazardous Materials Physically Involved In Derailment Where No Hazardous Materials Release Occurred 

 
  
 Location 

 Railroad 
 Involved 

 Substance 
 Involved 

 Point of 
 Origin 

 Suspected Reason 
       for Incident 

 Amounts 
 Involved 

 Amounts 
 Released 

Type of 
 Equip. 

  
 Date 

THEBES 
 
ALEXANDER 

 
       UP 

LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM 
GAS 
PROPYLENE 

HARTFORD, IL.  
 
WHITING, IN. 

 

DRAWBAR PULLOUT 

RESIDUE 
RESIDUE 

 
NONE 

   T (2) 
   T (2) 

 
2/14/02 

LOCKPORT 
 
WILL 

 

     BNSF 

 
DIESEL FUEL 

 
UNKNOWN 

HUMAN ERROR – 
SWITCH NOT LATCHED 

 
5,500 GALS. 

 
NONE 

 
       E 

 
3/4/02 

GALESBURG 
 
KNOX 

 

     BNSF 

 
DENATURED ALCOHOL 

CHICAGO, IL. (2) 
ARGO, IL. (1) 

WORN AND THIN WHEEL 
FLANGE 

 
RESIDUE 

 
NONE 

 
       T 

 
3/21/02 

DUPO 
 
ST. CLAIR 

 

       UP 

CHLORINE 
SODIUM HYDROXIDE 

VICKSBURG, MS. 
PLAGUEMINE, LA. 

 

SPREAD RAIL 

LOADS 
LOAD 
 

 
NONE 

    T (2) 
    T (1) 

 
4/12/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 
 
ST. CLAIR 

 

       UP 

METHANOL 
 
PETROLEUM DISTILLATES 

CHANNELVIEW, 
TX. 
BAYTOWN, TX. 

 

HUMAN ERROR 

RESIDUE 
 
RESIDUE 

 
NONE 

      T 
 
      T 

 
6/1/02 

EXERMONT 
 
ST. CLAIR 

 

      CSX 

COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID, 
N.O.S.  (1) 
ENVIRONMENTALLY 
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE, 
LIQUID, N.O.S.   (3) 

LINDEN, NJ. 
 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN. 

 

BROKEN SWITCH POINT 

RESIDUE 
20,452 GALS. 
21,010 GALS. 
20,096 GALS. 

 
 
NONE 

      T 
      T 
      T 
      T 

 
 
8/14/02 

 
  T = Tank   TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car 
 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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TABLE C  
Hazardous Materials Released From Rail Cars Where No Derailment Occurred 

 
Location Railroad 

Involved 
Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 

Incident 
Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

SPAULDING 

 

COOK 

 

    EJE 

 

ETHYL ALCOHOL 

 

MUSCATINE, IA 

BOTTOM OUTLET VALVE 
FLANGE HAD LOOSE BOLTS 

 

194,700 
LBS. 

 

1 QUART 

 

     T 

 

1/2/02 

RIVERDALE 

 

COOK 

 

    CSX 

 

ANHYDROUS AMMONIA 

 

SUTTON, FL 

ALL CLOSURES LESS THAN 
TOOL TIGHT 

 

33,980 
GALS. 

 

< 1 LB. 

 

     T 

 

1/3/02 

GALESBURG 

 

KNOX 

 

    BNSF 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

LOCOMOTIVE FUEL TANK 
RUTURED 

 

4,000 
GALS. 

 

3,000 GALS. 

 

     E 

 

1/7/02 

BENSENVILLE 

 

COOK 

 

     CP 

 

METHYLENE DIPHENYL 
DIISOCYANATE 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

BOTTOM OUTLET CAP OFF 

 

RESIDUE 

 

< 2 GALS. 

 

     T 

 

2/3/02 

CICERO 

 

COOK 

 

    BNSF 

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES, 
LIQUID, N.O.S. 

 

CHICAGO, IL 

 

OUTLET VALVE IN OPEN 
POSITION 

 

6,000 
GALS. 

 

< 1 GAL. 

 

    PT 

 

2/5/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CSX 

 

RESIN SOLUTION 

 

SECAUCUS, NJ 

 

NO BLOCKING AND 
BRACING 

 

26 – 5 GAL. 
PAILS 

 

130 GALS. 

 

COFC 

 

2/8/02 

BERKLEY 

 

COOK 

 

     UP 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

HOLE IN FUEL TANK 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

1,000 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

2/14/02 

RIVERDALE 

 

COOK 

 

    CSX 

 

FERRIC CHLORIDE, 
SOLUTION 

 

EDGEMOOR, DE 

 

SAFETY VENT DISC 
RUPTURE 

 

20,828 
GALS. 

 

2 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

2/16/02 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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Location Railroad 
Involved 

Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 
Incident 

Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

SENECA 

 

LA SALLE 

 

    CSX 

 

PETROLEUM DISTILLATES, 
N.O.S. 

 

EAST ST. LOUIS, IL 

 

DEFECTIVE MANWAY 
GASKET 

 

23,551 
GALS. 

 

1 GAL. 

 

      T 

 

2/18/02 

URBANA 

 

CHAMPAIGN 

 

    CNIC 

 

ETHANOL SOLUTIONS 

 

TUSCOLA, IL 

 

MISALIGNED VACUUM 
RELIEF DEVICE 

 

29,966 
GALS. 

 

2 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

2/22/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CSX 

 

ETHANOL 

 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 

 

OUTLET VALVE BOLTS 
LOOSE 

 

40,000 LBS. 

 

20 GALS. 

 

     PT 

 

2/23/02 

GALESBURG 

 

KNOX 

 

    BNSF 

 

CORROSIVE SOLIDS, 
FLAMMABLE, N.O.S. 

 

TROIS PISTOLES, 
QB 

 

IMPROPER BLOCKING AND 
BRACING 

 

10 – 1,200 
KG 

 

200 LBS. 

 

BOXCAR 

 

2/25/02 

RIVERDALE 

 

COOK 

 

    CSX 

 

CORROSIVE LIQUID, BASIC, 
INORGANIC, N.O.S. 

 

SUMTER, SC 

 

ALL MANWAY BOLTS 
LOOSE 

 

20,625 
GALS. 

 

1 QUART 

 

      T 

 

2/27/02 

TOLONO 

 

CHAMPAIGN 

 

     NS 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

RUPTURED FUEL LINE 

 

2,000 
GALS. 

 

3 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

3/7/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

   CNIC 

 

ALCOHOLS, N.O.S. 

 

WINNEBAGO, MN 

 

CRACK IN WELD OF STUB 
SILL 

 

29,815 
GALS. 

 

75 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

3/9/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

   CNIC 

 

PETROLEUM DISTILLATES, 
N.O.S. 

 

DEER PARK, TX 

 

BOTTOM OUTLET VALVE 
PARTLY OPEN 

 

26,503 
GALS. 

 

5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

3/12/02 

HOMEWOOD 

 

COOK 

 

   CNIC 

 

DIMETHYLAMINE 
ANHYDROUS 

 

KANSAS CITY, MO 

 

VALVES AND PLUGS NOT 
TOOL TIGHT 

 

LOAD 

 

VAPOR 

 

      T 

 

3/17/02 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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Location Railroad 
Involved 

Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 
Incident 

Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

NORTHLAKE 

 

DUPAGE 

 

     UP 

 

SULFURIC ACID, SPENT 

 

PINE BEND, MN 

 

LOOSE BOLT ON EDUCTION 
LINE 

 

13,095 
GALS. 

 

2 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

3/21/02 

VENICE 

 

MADISON 

 

   TRRA 

 

HOT COAL TAR DISTILLATES 

 

GRANITE CITY, IL 

 

MANWAY COVER NOT 
SECURED 

 

20,971 
GALS. 

 

VAPOR 

 

      T 

 

3/26/02 

HOMEWOOD 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

ANHYDROUS AMMONIA 

 

JUDD, IA 

 

PACKING GLAND NUT NOT 
SECURED 

 

33,651 
GALS. 

 

9 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

3/29/02 

DECATUR 

 

MACON 

 

     NS 

 

XYLENES 

 

NITRO, WV 

 

BOTTOM OUTLET CAP 
LOOSE 

 

29,288 
GALS. 

 

1 GAL. 

 

      T 

 

4/1/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

     CP 

 

FLUOROSILICIC ACID, 
CORROSIVE 

 

GREEN BAY, FL 

 

BROKEN PIPE ON SAFETY 
VENT ASSEMBLY 

 

22,000 
GALS. 

 

< 5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

4/15/02 

DUPO 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

     UP 

 

ALCOHOLS, N.O.S. 

 

ST. LOUIS, MO 

 

BOTTOM OUTLET VALVE 
NOT SECURED 

 

29,978 
GALS. 

 

1 QUART 

 

      T 

 

4/15/02 

GALESBURG 

 

KNOX 

 

   BNSF 

 

ELEVATED TEMPERATURE 
LIQUID, N.O.S. 

 

LAUREL, MT 

 

INTERNAL HEATER COIL 
BREACH 

 

23,604 
GALS.  

 

1 QUART 

 

      T 

 

4/26/02 

BALDWIN 

 

RANDOLPH 

 

    CNIC 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

BROKEN FUEL LINE 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

< 1,500 
GALS 

 

      E 

 

4/27/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CRL 

 

CRUDE ZINC OXIDE 

 

TUNIS, NC 

 

BOTTOM DOOR NOT 
SECURED 

 

190,000 
LBS. 

 

25,000 LBS. 

 

     CH 

 

4/30/02 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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Location Railroad 
Involved 

Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 
Incident 

Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

HOMER 

 

CHAMPAIGN 

 

     NS 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

FUEL LINE LEAK 

 

4,400 
GALS. 

 

< 5 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

5/3/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

     UP 

 

PETROLEUM DISTILLATES, 
N.O.S. 

 

BAYTOWN, TX 

 

BOTTOM OUTLET VALVE 
BOLTS LOOSE 

 

23,548 
GALS. 

 

2 QUARTS 

 

      T 

 

5/3/02 

GALESBURG 

 

KNOX 

 

    BNSF 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

MECHANICAL PROBLEM 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

50 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

5/8/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

   GWWR 

 

ETHYL ACETATE 

 

TRENTON, MI 

BOTTOM OUTLET VALVE 
WAS OPEN AND TWO 
BOLTS MISSING 

 

30,118 
GALS. 

 

< 1 GAL. 

 

      T 

 

5/19/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

     NS 

 

EXTRACT, FLAVORING, 
LIQUID 

 

SEATTLE, WA 

 

IMPROPER BLOCKING AND 
BRACING 

 

55 GALS. 

 

< 1 GAL. 

 

    COFC 

 

5/21/02 

RIVERDALE 

 

COOK 

 

     CSX 

 

CORROSIVE LIQUID, ACIDIC, 
ORGANIC, N.O.S. 

 

NORTHFIELD, IL 

 

DEFECTIVE MANWAY 
GASKET 

 

23,589 
GALS. 

 

1 QUART 

 

      T 

 

5/23/02 

VENICE 

 

MADISON 

 

    TRRA 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

PUNCTURED FUEL TANK 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

500 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

5/26/02 

DOLTON 

 

COOK 

 

     UP 

 

ARGON, REFRIGERATED 
LIQUID 

 

BAYPORT, TX 

ROAD VALVE CLOSED NOT 
LETTING CAR VENT 
NORMALLY 

 

175,000 
LBS. 

 

VAPOR 

 

      T 

 

6/3/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES, 
LIQUID, N.O.S. 

 

PLAQUEMINE, LA 

 

LIQUID INDUCTION PLUG 
NOT SECURED 

 

23,595 
GALS. 

 

.5  GAL. 

  

      T 

 

6/6/02 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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Location Railroad 
Involved 

Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 
Incident 

Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

VILLA PARK 

 

DUPAGE 

 

    CNIC 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

PUNCTURED FUEL TANK 

 

3,000 
GALS. 

 

1,300 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

6/8/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

     UP 

 

METHANOL 

 

CHANNELVIEW, TX 

 

LOOSE LIQUID VALVE 

 

29,962 
GALS.  

 

5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

6/9/02 

RIVERDALE 

 

COOK 

 

    CSX 

 

FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS, N.O.S. 

 

FORT FRANCES, 
ONT 

 

BOTTOM OUTLET VALVE 
DEFECTIVE 

 

20,846 
GALS. 

 

< 1 LB. 

 

      T 

 

6/18/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    BNSF 

 

ALKYLPHENOLS, LIQUID, 
N.O.S. 

 

AYER, MA 

 

IMPROPER BLOCKING AND 
BRACING 

 

55 GALS. 

 

< 1 GAL. 

 

   COFC 

 

6/27/02 

DECATUR 

 

MACON 

 

    CNIC 

 

ANHYDROUS AMMONIA 

 

COURTRIGHT, 
ONT 

 

VAPOR VALVE PLUG NOT 
SECURED 

 

33,969 
GALS. 

 

VAPOR 

 

      T 

 

7/2/02 

ROCHELLE 

 

OGLE 

 

    BNSF 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

MINOT, ND 

 

VAPOR VALVE MISSING 
VALVE STEM 

 

25,623 
GALS. 

 

VAPOR 

 

      T  

 

7/13/02 

DANVILLE 

 

 VERMILION 

 

     CSX 

 

SODIUM HYDROXIDE 
SOLUTION 

 

LEMONT, IL 

 

SAFETY VENT DISC 
RUPTURE 

 

16,010 
GALS. 

 

1 GAL. 

 

      T 

 

7/15/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

    CNIC 

 

RESIN SOLUTION 

 

VANCOUVER, BC 

 

IMPROPER BLOCKING AND 
BRACING 

 

55 GALS. 

 

5 GALS. 

 

   COFC 

 

7/24/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

    CNIC 

 

RESIN SOLUTION 

 

VANCOUVER, BC 

 

LOOSE BUNG 

 

55 GALS. 

 

1 PINT 

 

   COFC 

 

7/26/02 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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Location Railroad 
Involved 

Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 
Incident 

Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

SUGAR GROVE 

 

KANE 

 

    BNSF 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

CROSSING ACCIDENT 

 

4,000 
GALS. 

 

150 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

 

8/1/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

     UP 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

FUEL TANK OVERFILLED 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

150 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

8/5/02 

DOLTON 

 

COOK 

 

     UP 

 

DICYCLOPENTADIENE 

 

GALENA PARK, TX 

 

INTERNAL HEATER COIL 
CAP NOT SECURED 

 

23,867 
GALS. 

 

1 PINT 

 

      T 

 

8/5/02 

SCHILLER PARK 

 

COOK 

 

     CP 

 

ISOPHORONE 
DIISOCYANATE 

 

MONTREAL, QB 

 

IMPROPER BLOCKING AND 
BRACING 

 

2 – 50 GAL. 
DRUMS 

 

50 GALS. 

 

   COFC 

 

8/6/02 

CENTRALIA 

 

MARION 

 

     NS 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

FUEL PUMP FAILURE 

 

4,000 
GALS. 

 

300 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

8/9/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

HYDROCHLORIC ACID 

 

GEISMAR, LA 

 

SAFETY VENT DISC 
RUPTURE 

 

20,498 
GALS. 

 

1.5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

8/11/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    BNSF 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

MECHANICAL FAILURE OF 
VACUUM SHUT OFF 

 

2,200 
GALS. 

 

350 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

8/28/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    BNSF 

 

TOXIC XYLENES 

 

CROXTON, NJ 

 

IMPROPER BLOCKING AND 
BRACING 

 

5 GALS. 

 

¾ GALS. 

 

   COFC 

 

8/29/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

      UP 

 

ALCOHOLS, N.O.S. 

 

ATCHISON, KS 

 

BOTTOM OUTLET VALVE 
NOT SECURED 

 

18,696 
GALS. 

 

1 QUART 

 

      T 

 

9/4/02 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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Location Railroad 
Involved 

Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 
Incident 

Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

PROPANETHIOLS 

 

INDIAN ORCHARD, 
MA 

 

MANWAY GASKET 
MISALIGNED 

 

21,051 
GALS. 

 

5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

9/5/02 

HARVEY 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES, 
LIQUID, N.O.S. 

 

MILLSDALE, IL 

 

MANWAY COVER NOT 
SECURED 

 

23,457 
GALS. 

 

3.5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

9/9/02 

NORTHLAKE 

 

DUPAGE 

 

      UP 

 

ADHESIVES 

 

RICHMOND, VA 

 

IMPROPER BLOCKING AND 
BRACING 

 

5 GALS. 

 

1 GAL. 

 

   COFC 

 

9/16/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

   GWWR 

 

SULFURIC ACID 

 

SAUGET, IL 

 

MANWAY COVER NOT 
SECURED 

 

13,697 
GALS. 

 

1 QUART 

 

      T 

 

9/24/02 

BERKELEY 

 

COOK 

 

      UP 

 

ALCOHOLS, N.O.S. 

 

PEKIN, IL 

 

MANWAY COVER NOT 
SECURED 

 

29,995 
GALS. 

 

1 GAL. 

 

      T 

 

9/26/02 

EAST HAZEL 
CREST 

 

COOK 

 

     CNIC 

 

SULFURIC ACID 

 

SUDBURY, ONT 

 

MANWAY GASKET 
MISALIGNED 

 

13,923 
GALS. 

 

1.5 GALS 

 

      T 

 

10/1/02 

HODKINS 

 

COOK 

 

    BNSF 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

FRESNO, CA 

TRUCK PULLED TRAILER 
WHILE STAND DOWN 
PUNCTURING TANK 

 

55 GALS. 

 

55 GALS. 

 

   TOFC 

 

10/2/02 

EAST ST. LOUIS 

 

ST. CLAIR 

 

      UP 

 

CALCIUM CARBIDE 

 

CALVERT CITY, KY 

TARP BLEW OFF AND RAIN 
CAUSED CHEMICAL 
REACTION 

 

138,000 
LBS. 

 

200 LBS. 

 

   COFC 

 

10/3/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

PETROLEUM DISTILLATES, 
N.O.S. 

 

MEMPHIS, TN 

 

OUTLET VALVE AND CAP 
NOT SECURED 

 

29,929 
GALS. 

 

3.5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

10/3/02 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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Location Railroad 
Involved 

Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 
Incident 

Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

E. HAZEL CREST 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

SULFURIC ACID 

 

SUDBURY, ONT 

 

OVERFILLED – SAFETY 
VENT DISC RUPTURE 

 

13,923 
GALS. 

 

2 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

10/3/02 

SIMPSON 

 

WABASH 

 

     NS 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

FAILED INJECTOR 

 

5,000 
GALS. 

 

10 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

10/12/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

ALCOHOLS, N.O.S. 

 

WINNEBAGO, MN 

 

MANWAY COVER NOT 
SECURED 

 

29,949 
GALS. 

 

1.5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

10/13/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

ALCOHOLS, N.O.S. 

 

WINNEBAGO, MN 

 

MANWAY COVER NOT 
SECURED 

 

30,057 
GALS. 

 

1.5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

10/13/02 

E. HAZEL CREST 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

STYRENE MONOMER, 
INHIBITED 

 

SCOTFORD, AB 

 

MANWAY GASKET NOT 
APPLIED PROPERLY 

 

25,272 
GALS. 

 

.25 GAL. 

 

      T 

 

10/14/02 

SENECA 

 

LASALLE 

 

     CSX 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

FUEL TANK CRACK 

 

2,400 
GALS. 

 

1 GAL. 

 

      E 

 

10/15/02 

BENSONVILLE 

 

COOK 

 

      CP 

 

PETROLEUM DISTILLATES, 
N.O.S. 

 

GALENA PARK, TX 

 

INTERNAL STEAM PIPE 
CORRODED 

 

20,000 
GALS. 

 

15 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

11/19/02 

HODGKINS 

 

COOK 

 

    BNSF 

 

DIESEL FUEL 

 

UNKNOWN 

 

MECHANICAL FAILURE 

 

2,000 
GALS. 

 

350 GALS. 

 

      E 

 

11/23/02 

URBANA 

 

CHAMPAIGN 

 

    CNIC 

 

HYDROCHLORIC ACID 

 

CALVERT CITY, KY 

 

SAFETY VENT DISC 
RUPTURED 

 

20,413 
GALS. 

 

1 GAL. 

 

      T 

 

11/30/02 



N.O.S. = Not Otherwise Specified   T = Tank   E = Engine  TOFC = Trailer on Flat Car  COFC = Container on Flat Car  PT = Portable Tank   
CH = Covered Hopper 
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Location Railroad 
Involved 

Substance Involved Point of Origin Suspected Reason for 
Incident 

Amounts 
Involved 

Amounts 
Released 

Type of 
Equip. 

Date 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

ETHYL ALCOHOL SOLUTION 

 

MUSCATINE, IA 

 

ONE BOLT LOOSE ON 
BOTTOM OUTLET FLANGE 

 

30,060 
GALS. 

 

2 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

12/9/02 

CHICAGO 

 

COOK 

 

    CNIC 

 

N-PROPYL ACETATE 

 

KINGSPORT, TN 

BOTTOM OUTLET HANDLE 
SAFETY CLIP NOT 
SECURED AND VALVE 
OPEN ¼ TURN 

 

20,804 
GALS. 

 

5 GALS. 

 

      T 

 

12/18/02 
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RAILROAD COMPANIES CITED IN THE PRECEDING TABLES 

 
 
BNSF The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company 
CNIC Canadian National/Illinois Central Railroad Company 
CP Canadian Pacific 
CRL Chicago Rail Link  
CSX CSX Transportation, Inc. 
EJE Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway Co. 
GWWR Gateway Western Railway Company  
IAIS Iowa Interstate Railroad, Ltd. 
IHB Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad Co. 
KBSR Kankakee, Beaverville and Southern Railroad Company 
NS Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
TRRA Terminal Railroad Association of St. Louis 
UP Union Pacific Railroad Company 
WC Wisconsin Central Railroad 
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